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North Outer Moat

Teranouchi
Bridge

Teranouchi

A shrine built on 
the Odoi site.

Ｐ

Teram
achi

The extension line of the Odoi is 
occupied by a road and the housing that 
stands along the road.

Walk along this road to get 
a real feel of what it is like to 
walk on the Odoi earthwork 
from point ② to point ③. 

Climb some steps to 
get onto the road.

A steep downward incline 
that presents a clear idea 
of how the top of the 
rampart falls off toward 
the moat.

This road is along the 
Kamiyagawa River, the 
moat was built using the 
topography remains. Look 
up from below to get a 
better idea of just how 
high the Odoi earthwork is.

There are still traces of the Odoi. The 
road runs obliquely.

The Wakasagawa River that flows from 
the culvert on the side of the historic site 
Odoi.

Stone Buddhist statues 
unearthed from the Odoi.

This is the northeast 
corner of the Odoi, 
intersected by Horikawa 
street. However if you 
look on the east and west 
sides of the street, you 
can see earthen rampart. 

Existing in the best 
condition, 250 meters of 
the Odoi earthwork 
stands here. Alas, it is 
closed off by fencing, but 
you can still clearly see 
the construction of the 
moat and earthen wall 
from outside the fence. 

This is the northwest corner 
of the Odoi. If you go to 
the Koetsu-do traditional 
Japanese confectionary 
shop (famous for Odoi 
mochi) across the road 
from this site, they will let 
you borrow the key to 
access the Odoi site.　

The Odoi has been 
incorporated into a park.  
The rampart was made 
using the left bank of the 
Kamiyagawa River. You 
can climb to the top of 
the earthen wall to get a 
feel of the height of the 
earthwork.

At the corner of a 
residential area, there is 
the slightest of traces of 
the Odoi earthwork. And, 
the name of the area 
“Nishidoi”(west Odoi) is a 
reminder.

The grass-covered earthen 
wall runs along the east 
side of a north-south 
road. At the side of the 
road, you can see some 
stone Buddhist statues 
excavated from the 
earthwork in this vicinity. 

A viewing platform has 
been built on top of the 
Odoi remains on the west 
side of the precinct. There 
are zelkova (keyaki) trees, 
presumably planted at 
the time when the 
earthwork was constructed. 
This part of the shrine 
requires an entry fee and 
is only open twice a year.

According to a historical 
document, Hideyoshi 
inspected the Odoi 
earthwork from the 
vicinity of this bridge. 
Just north of this 
bridge, there used to 
be the Fujigoriba (Fuji 
purification ceremony 
site).

This area of Ichijo 
street is the 
Taishogun shopping 
street, which is 
popular for its Yokai 
(ghouls) costume 
parade.

Toyotomi Hideyoshi built this 
residence on the site of what had 
been the Greater Imperial Palace. 
It was a castle built on flat land, 
equipped with walls and moat. 
Hideyoshi gave  this Jurakudai to 
his nephew, Hidetsugu, when 
the latter became Kanpaku (chief 
advisor to the Emperor), but, after 
Hidetsugu was made to commit 
su ic ide for  the suspic ion of  
p l o t t i n g  r e b e l l i o n ,  i t  w a s  
demolished. 
Reconstruction by Mr. Fukukawa

Jizoin Temple
(Tsubakidera Temple)
This temple is fondly known 
as “Tsubaki-dera” (camellia 
temple) because it is the site 
where Hideyoshi gifted some 
tsubaki (camellia japonica) 
trees in connection with the 
Kitano Grand Tea Ceremony.

In the hall, one of the 
six Kyoto Jizo (stone 
Buddnist statue) is 
enshrined.

This section is called the 
“Odoi-no-sode”, or  Odoi 
sleeve. The unnatural 
shape of the Odoi is still 
veiled in mystery to this 
day.

Okutani family 
residence
This precious, old 
house is designated 
as a tangible cultural 
property by Kyoto 
City.

Kyoto City library of Historical 
Documents
Hundreds of thousands of 
historical materials and books 
belonging to the City of Kyoto are 
stored here, and, users can peruse 
ancient documents (copies). It 
also holds themed exhibitions 
and planned exhibitions, lectures 
about history and ancient 
manuscripts.

Yamanaka Shikanosuke’s 
grave is here. Weeping 
cherry blossomes in the 
temple are famous.

Teramachi & Teranouchi
These are the two areas 
where Hideyoshi ordered 
temples to relocate to in 
his efforts to remodel the 
city.

Historic site:Oharaguchi 
stone signpost
This is one of the most 
beautiful examples of a 
signpost that is designated 
as historical monument site. 
It put up at Oharaguchi 
(Imadegawaguchi).

The line of the Odoi 
earthwork remains 
as a road.

Leads to the rear side 
of the Odoi historic 
site ③.

Falloff of the road due 
to the undulation of 
the Odoi earthwork.

Hojoji Temple Site
This temple was founded 
by Fujiwara Michinaga. 
And this stone monument 
marks the site of the 
Hojoji Temple, the model 
for Byodoin Temple.

Shichiku Kaminagame-cho & Kamihorikawa-cho Kita-ku
(near Kamogawa Junior High School)

In the FY2016 excavation, 
the west bank and rampart 
culvert intersecting the 
Odoi were excavated. At 
the slope of the bank, a 
berm was made, and the 
culvert was packed full of 
gravel.

４  Murasakinokitahananobo-cho Kita-ku

The FY2013 excavation 
unearthed the remains 
of a stone-built culvert 
intersecting the Odoi. 
The photo on the right 
shows the water inlet on 
the shrine side and the 
photo on the left shows 
the outlet on the exterior 
of the Odoi.

５ Bakuro-cho Kamigyo-ku (precinct of Kitano Tenmangu Shrine)

The FY1987 excavation 
found the Odoi’s gutter 
running east-west. The 
clump of trees in the 
distance in the photo is 
where the Odoi is still 
visible today. However, 
this site is not open to the 
public.

７ Nishinokyonakaho-cho Nakagyo-ku 
(grounds of Kitano Junior High School)

The FY1999 excavation 
confirmed the base 
(approximately 15 meters 
wide) of the rampart and 
an inner gutter on the east 
side. 

９ Nishinokyo Enmachi Nakagyo-ku

On the east side of 
the precinct of Rozanji 
Temple, some 50 meters 
of Odoi earthwork remain. 
The earthen rampart can 
be explored by climbing it 
from the north side.

Kitanobe-cho Kamigyo-ku (precinct of Rozanji Temple)

There is some earthwork 
here, but note that 
what is on view is just a 
replication covered in 
rhododendrons.

Replicated Odoi in front of 
Kyoto Prefectural University of Medicine Library

This is not designated 
as an historical site but 
nonetheless it is important 
as a point where the Odoi 
earthwork is visible today.

Nishinokyonakaho-cho Nakagyo-ku 
(in the grounds of Kitano Junior High School)

This park is a popular place for 
children to ride on go-karts 
(charged) on imitation 
streets, where they can learn 
the traffic rules. Yet, inside 
the park, on the south side, a 
section of the Odoi earthwork 
remains. Work to reorganize  
will commence in autumn 
2019.

Omiyanishiwakidai-cho Kita-ku　
grounds of Omiya Traffic Park

Omiyadoi-cho Kita-ku (Gentaku-shita)

Takagamine Kyuodoi-cho Kita-ku
（Nagasakaguchi）

Takagamine Kyudoi-cho Kita-ku 
(Odoi Historic Park)

Murasakino Nishidoi-cho Kita-ku

Hirano Toriimae-cho Kita-ku

Bakuro-cho Kamigyo-ku 
(precinct of Kitano Tenmangu Shrine)

Omiyanishiwakidai-cho 
Kita-ku
The FY2018 excavation 
undertook trial digs at six 
locations inside the Omiya 
traffic park and confirmed 
the base of the earthen 
rampart, the moat and a 
gutter on the city side . 

The FY2008 excavation 
found remains of 
possibly the moat.

The FY2018 excavation trial digs at three 
locations in the Enmachi children’s Park 
confirmed the base of the rampart and 
construction earth.

The FY2008 excavation 
found an inner gutter on 
the Odoi earthwork.

The FY1995 excavation at Bukkyo 
University could not confirm the 
rampart or moat but did confirm the 
base of the rampart. 

史２

史３

史４

史５

史６

史９

史１

史１A survey drawing of the Odoi was 
published in the 1930 edition of the 
periodical “Shiseki-to-Bijutsu” (historical 
sites and fine art).

Shichiku Kamihorikawa-cho Kita-ku
The FY2000 excavation confirmed the northern end of 
the rampart running to the west from Kamogawa 
Junior High School.

A survey drawing of the Odoi was 
published in the 1930 edition of the 
periodical “Shiseki-to-Bijutsu” (historical 
sites and fine art).

Plan and cross-section drawing of the 
curved section were published in the 1920 
edition of the report of Kyoto Prefecture  
Committee for Studies on Historical Sites 
and Scenic Spots.  

・・・ Course Ⅰ 

・・・ Course Ⅱ

・・・ Course Ⅲ

・・・ Odoi line

Odoi 
・・・ historic site

(area)

・・・ Toilets

史１ ・・・
Existing
Odoi earthwork

１ ・・・
Alchaedogical
Excavation at Odoi

・・・ Police

・・・
How to Envisage
the Odoi

※Look at the differences in elevation of the 
walking course as you walk and conjure up 
an image of what the Odoi must have 
looked like some 400 years ago!

・・・
Kyo-no-Nanakuchi
(The Seven Entrances)

※These are the main roads leading into 

Kyoto, commonly known as “Nanakuchi” 

(the seven entrances).

・・・
Famed maple
(momiji) location

・・・
Famed cherry
blossom location

・・・
Famed plum
blossom location
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Kyo-no-Nanakuchi
Nagasakaguchi

Kyo-no-Nanakuchi
Kuramaguchi

Kyo-no-Nanakuchi
Oharaguchi

Kyo-no-Nanakuchi
Kojinguchi

Jizo
The stone Buddist statue

Shozenji
Temple

Emperor Ichijo・Emperor Sanjo
Cremation mound

Takagamine medicinal herb 
garden site Stone Monument

Emperor Sanjo kitayama Grave

Emperor Kazan Tomb
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―Walking The Odoi Earthwork Historical Sites and Its Other Remains―
　Having unified the country, Toyotomi Hideyoshi undertook some massive remodeling projects in Kyoto, including the creation of temple 
districts, rearranging streets and residential areas and the building of a castle palace, Jurakudai, with the work culminating, in 1591, in the 
construction in just a few months of the Odoi, a large-scale 
earthwork, comprising an earthen rampart and moat, which 
encircled Kyoto. Today, much of the earthen rampart has been 
leveled and the moat filled in, but the remains can be visited 
and images of yesteryear conjured up, so why not walk the 
Odoi earthwork!
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