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This place located at Saga—Tenryuji—Tsukurimichi—Cho, Ukyoku, Kyoto City, was
a detached palace of the emperor Kameyama called as Kawabata—Dono or Kawabata—no
Miya where Shokei-monin Yoshiko, an imperial princess, lived in. She adopted an
imperial prince Tokinaga “MEBF”, a son of the emperor Godaigo “TREREHIRKE”,
as her son and gave him this place. He would like to erect a temple of the
Zen sect in this premise, but it was not built owing to his early death. The
emperor Godaigo succeeded his dying wishes and appointed Muso—Soseki “EFZSBRA4”
the organizer to erect a temple called as Reikizan Rinsenji “S=2|LE&G)IISF" .
Muso—Kokushi (the highest priest) “ZEZ&[EAR” founded the Sannein “ =&P%” in
1333, continuing to build a garden by himself and died at the Sannein in 1351.
The Rinsen—temple is seen in records to have been burnt three times thereafter.
The present Rinsen—temple is left over only a few buildings reconstructed
afterwards and it’ s garden, too, has been changed into a bamboo grove on
account of having been left as it is laid waste since the Meiji ages. Four
excavations had been carried out since 1969 to 1976 and they enabled us to be
unearthed structural remains and gardens looking to have been founded in the
second quarter of the 14th century.

The distinct structural remains ware not found at all on this excavation,
but thirteen ditches, eighty pits and other three structural remains from the
Heian period till modern ages were unearthed. Many tombs from Azuchi Momoyama
period to Edo period unearthed are divided into two groups. One of which is the
concentration of tombs with a long axis from the south to the north, another
with a long one from the east to the west and a modern ditch is running as if
it draws a line between these groups of tombs. Some pits of the Muromachi period
seem to be for waste disposal divided into two kinds what include tiles chiefly
and earthen wares, SX01 is a structural remain in the shape of ditch and in the
character of a pit for waste disposal in which a great deal of tiles in the
middle of the 14th century have been unearthed

Principal relics unearthed by this survey were tiles, Haji—-type potteries and
ceramic wares, a majority of which belonged to the period from the middle of the
14th century to the 15th century. Besides a few ones made by the same mold as
the flat roof-end-tiles unearthed mostly from structural remains by the former
excavations in the precincts of Rinsen—temple “Efi)I|FF” , there are several ones
of the same figure as used at the Tenryu—temple “KFHELF” and the Shokoku—temple
“AHEF” among the tiles of the 14th century. There are some cases to have been
unearthed as made by the same mold in the former precincts of the Shokoku—temple
and several other sites among the round roof-end-tiles of the 13th century

Among Earthen wares and ceramic wares were several celadon porcelains imported
from China which were relics of the 13th century, besides many Haji—type
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potteries, koseto—type potteries and braziers of tile matter of the 15th century
unearthed

These relics are divided into the ones before the Rinsen—temple of the 13th
century and the ones after the middle of the 14th century, that is to say, after
foundation of the Rinsen—temple, Structural remains and relics clearly having a
direct relation to the Rinsen—temple are until the middle of the 16th century
and it might be thought that waste tiles and earthen wares of the buildings of
the Rinsen—temple burnt down by several times of fires had been abandoned in this
place.

The distinct structural remains ware not any found, but these data will give
us some idea of foundation of the Rinsen—temple, close relation with the later
other temples of the Zen sect, circulation of commodity and the way that temples
of Zen sect should be, going decline some day by means of being involved in the
wars of Onin “JZDE..
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